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ANNOUNCEMENT

Important news!

Berlin Bosphorus Initiative welcomes its new Advisory Board Co-President Ms. Cansen Basaran-
Symes and a new generation of BBI Advisory Board members.

Berlin Bosphorus Initiative (BBI) was founded in 2013 in Berlin under the auspices of TUSIAD,
the Turkish Industry and Business Association, with the aim of improving economic and social
ties between Turkey and Germany, supporting Turkey’s EU bid as well as intensifying the civil
society dialogue between the two countries. Through Berlin Bosphorus Initiative (BBI),
formerly TCCI, we endeavour to fill an important gap in German and Turkish public opinion
and to overcome existing setbacks by establishing a sustainable network of competent
partners on both sides, who can act as opinion leaders.

The underlying mission of the Berlin Bosphorus Initiative (BBI) is to facilitate encounters that
build bridges and overcome gaps. In this regard, BBl Advisory Board holds an exclusive position
to initiate and shape the debate on our mutual relations. Hence, it is a great pleasure to win
the new Co-President and members of the BBI Advisory Board for the continued success of
the Initiative.

Enclosed you may find the résumé of Ms. Cansen Basaran-Symes as well as an updated list of
BBI Advisory Board members. Should you have further questions, please do not hesitate to
get in touch with the Secretariat.

Kind regards from the BBl team
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Ms. Cansen Basaran-Symes
Allianz Turkey, Chair of the Board of Directors and former TUSIAD President (2015-2017)

Cansen Basaran-Symes was born in 1960 in Trabzon, Turkey. She graduated from the Istanbul
University, Faculty of Business Administration and joined Price Waterhouse (PW) Turkey when
it was established in 1981 as one of the first Turkish graduate. She worked at various PwC
offices for 32 years such as PW Copenhagenin 1983 and PW London in 1989. She was admitted
to the PW European Firm partnership in 1990 as first Turkish partner and served as senior
partner in charge of Turkey between 1998 - 2013. She was a member of the board of directors
of PwC - Central and Eastern Europe Region between 1998 - 2005 and board member in PwC
Eurofirm in between 2005 - 2008.

Cansen Basaran-Symes is the Chair of the Board of Directors of Allianz Sigorta A.S. and Allianz
Hayat ve Emeklilik A.S. Turkey, is a Member of the International Advisory Board, Allianz SE and
Chairperson of Allianz Turkey Advisory Council. She is also an Independent Member of Board
of Directors of Nokia, Alcatel Lucent Teletas Telekomiinikasyon A.S. since 2014, Senior Advisor
of McKinsey & Company since 2018 and a Member of the Harvard Business School MENA and
Central Asia Advisory Board.

Throughout her career she contributed several major NGO’s in different capabilities.

She has served as President of Turkish Industry & Business Association (TUSIAD) in 2015 and
2016. Cansen is still an active role at a number of NGO’s and is currently Member of Council
of Presidents of Turkish Industry & Business Association (TUSIAD), Founder Member and
Member of Board of Directors of Endeavor (High-Impact Entrepreneurship) Turkey,
Chairperson of Advisory Board of Financial Literacy and Inclusion Association (FODER) and
Senior Advisory Board Member of British Chamber of Commerce Turkey (BCCT).

Cansen was hamed a “Global Leader of Tomorrow” at the 2000 World Economic Forum.

She holds several prizes including the most recent “Leader of the Civil Society” by Economist
both in 2016 and 2017.

Cansen is married and has a son.



' Berlin

¢ Bosphorus
Initiative

BBI ADVISORY BOARD

BBI Co-Presidents

Cansen Basaran-Symes

Allianz Turkey, Chair of the Board of Directors and former TUSIAD President (2015-2017)

Michael Schwarz

Mercator Foundation, Executive Director

BBI Advisory Board Members®
(in alphabetical order)

1. Sina Afra
Evtiko, CEO
2. Prof. Dr. Halil Akkanat
Turkish- German University (TDU),
Rector
3. Billur Barln
Solmaz Freight Customs Logistics, Head
of Contract Logistics Coordinator
4. Prof. Dr. h.c. Roland Berger
Roland Berger Strategy Consultants,
Honorary Chairman of Supervisory
Board
5. AliBilaloglu
Dogus Otomotiv, Board Member
6. Ambassador (ret.) Joachim Bitterlich
ESCP Europe Campus de Paris, Professor
7. Umit Nazli Boyner
Boyner Holding, Board Member and
Former TUSIAD President
8. Prof. Dr. Maria Bohmer
President of the German Commission
for UNESCO
9. Dr. Hubert Braun
Bayer Turkey, MD & CFO
10. Emre R. Can
Turkish-German University TAU,
Foundation Board Member
11. Levent Cakiroglu
Kog Holding, CEO
12. A. Unal Cevikéz
CHP Istanbul MP, Vice Chairman on
Foreign Affairs, former Ambassador
13. Ulrich Dietz
BITKOM, Vice President
14. Biilent Eczacibasi
Eczacibasi Holding, Chairman

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Dr. Thomas Enders

EADS, CEO

Begiimhan Dogan Faralyal

Dogan Holding, Chairwoman

Murat Gigin

Tekfen Holding, CEO

Atalay Giimrah

Eczacibasi Group, CEO

Selahattin Hakman

Chairman of the Steering Committee,
SHURA Energy Transition Center, Senior
Management Advisor and Board
Member, Garanti Koza

Dr. Volker Hassemer

Stiftung Zukunft Berlin, President
Bernd Hiittemann

European Movement Germany,
Secretary General

Dr. ibrahim Karasu

Association of German Banks, Member
of the Management Board

Prof. Dr. Markus Kramer

BASF SE, President for Europe, Middle
East, Africa

Prof. Dr. Rainer Lindner

SCHAEFFLER, CEO for Central and
Eastern Europe, Middle East & Africa
Dr. Ahmet Lokurlu

Turkish German Energy and
Environmental Institute (GTEI), Director
Dr. Stefan Mair

BDI, Member of the Executive Board
Ozcan Mutlu

Disability and Rehabilitation Sports
Association (BSB) Berlin, President
Dr. Arend Oetker

Oetker Holding, Chairman



29.
30.
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Honorary Members & former BBI Co-Presidents

Soli Ozel

Kadir Has University, Faculty Member
Aygiil Ozkan

DB Kredit Service, CEO

Ozlem Oziiner

Euler Hermes Turkey, CEO

Prof. Dr. h.c. Karl-Heinz Paqué
Friedrich Naumann-Foundation,
President

Prof. Dr. Volker Perthes

SWP, Director of the Executive Board
Prof. Dr. J6rg Rocholl

ESMT, President

Dr. Norbert Réttgen

Bundestag, Chairman of Foreign Affairs
Committee and CDU Member of the
Bundestag

Joachim Rumstadt

STEAG, CEO

Dr. Michael Schaefer

BMW Stiftung Herbert Quandt,
President

Dr. Nils Schmid

SPD Member of the Bundestag

Dr. Markus C. Slevogt
German-Turkish Chamber of Industry
and Commerce, President

Ambassador Wolfgang Ischinger

40.

41.

42.

43,

44,
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49.
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Nihat Sorge¢

Training Centre Berlin - Bildungswerk
BWK Kreuzberg, Executive Director
Siier Siiliin

Mercedes Benz Tiirk AS, CEO

Gorgiin Taner

IKSV, General Manager

Dr. Ellen Ueberschar

Heinrich Boll Foundation, President
Giinter Verheugen

Former Vice President of the European
Commission European Experience
Director

Prof. Dr. Claus Weyrich

in Personal Capacity, Siemens AG,
former CCTO

Mustafa Yeneroglu

AKP Istanbul MP, Member of the Central
Decision and Executive Board

Prof. Dr. Bahri Yilmaz

Sabanci University, Professor

Dr. Dieter Zetsche

Daimler AG, Chairman of the Board of
Management

Dr. Hans-Josef Zimmer

EnBW Energie, CTO

Munich Security Conference, Chairman and Hertie School of Governance in Berlin, Senior

Professor for Security Policy and Diplomatic Practice

Arzuhan Dogan Yalgindag
Dogan Holding, Member of the Board

* Recently added members joined in 2019 are presented in italics



